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Medical Research - in the public interest
Summary:
In the research and development for new drugs and vaccines, state funding through public money plays a key
role. In Germany mainly universities and non-university public research organizations conduct basic research in
the pharmaceutical sector. In general research results are licensed to companies for further development and
commercialization. In most cases, drugs then developed are marketed by private companies under patent
protection. The resulting prices are often too high for health care in low-and middle-income countries. The
continued use of publicly-funded research results is thus associated with a huge social responsibility in relation to
its global health goals.
How can it be ensured, that as many people have a health benefits from publicly funded research and the
resulting developed drugs?
One possible response to this challenge U.S. universities and legal experts developed the model "humanitarian
license". With the help of licensing agreements between public bodies and industry is envisioned to improved
access to affordable medicines for people in low- and middle income countries.
The research area takes a multidisciplinary approach:
1.
In cooperation with BUKO-Pharma we conduct a systematic observation and analysis of practices at
German universities and their patent offices in relation to licensing of publicly funded research to companies.
2.
In cooperation with the Jean Monnet Chair of European and International Business Law, Civil Law at
University of Oldenburg, Carl von Ossietzk alternative model licensing agreements for technology transfer from
public institutions to private industry were developed and ongoing implementation is analyzed.
Together, the initiators of the project med4all.org have submitted the concept of "Equitable Licensing" in the
context of the World Health Assembly Resolution 63.28 as a proposal for new ideas and innovative research and
development. The proposal to Equitable Licensing was evaluated by the working group in the category of "open
innovation". Developments on the level of WHO member states are observed and analysed. Expert Group of the
World Health Organization concludes that the concept of "Equitable Licensing" may contribute to improve access
to medicines globally.
Based on previous research we triggered and promoted an informed discourse in universities, research
institutions, industry and politics towards alternative licensing models. This was initiated in 2009 when the first
international conference on "Equitable Licensing" was hosted at the Charité.
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